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for the class. I then worked on this declaration to help the Court understand my contributions to the case. 

16. To summarize, over the past approximately two-and-a-half years, I have worked hard with my 

attorneys to help investigate and develop the record for the class-wide claims. I have met with my attorneys 

in person, provided interviews, searched for and produced documents, reviewed case documents, and 

personally participated in two mediation sessions. I have regularly communicated with my attorneys about 

the details of my work and that of the other owner-operators, which I have directly observed, and about 

what was going on in the lawsuit and what strategy we were taking. 

17. I am heartened that my time and effort contributed to the success of this case. I strongly believe 

that the work that Mr. Shum, Mr. Muhammad, and I put in made for a beneficial outcome for the class. For 

example, the information we provided in this case was helpful in documenting the way C&K pays and 

communicates with owner-operators, the standard terms it requires owner-operators to sign on to, and the 

promises it makes to owner-operators. The information we provided also helped our attorneys better 

understand the ins and outs of the work owner-operators perform in the industry, which helped them make 

strong arguments for the class. I am proud and pleased to have helped pave the way for the successful 

settlement. 

18. In light of the time I put into this case since the original meetings in early 2020, through the present, 

including my continued commitment to the class claims and the risks that came with being a class 

representative, I respectfully request that the Court grant me a service payment of $20,000. I believe a 

significant award is warranted here because of the result achieved, the many hours of my personal time that 

I have invested in the case over about two-and-a-half years, my commitment to seeing it through to a strong 

settlement for the other drivers, and my release of all other claims that I may have against C&K. 

19. Regardless of how the Court rules on my request for a service award, I request that the Court grant 

final approval to the class action settlement because it offers a very beneficial result for the owner-operators. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true and 

correct and based on my personal knowledge. Executed on 12/21/2022 in Orland Park, 

Illinois. 

DECLARATION OF V ALINDA STEPHENS ISO PLAINTIFFS' MOTION FOR SERVICE AW ARDS 
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